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THE 


FIRST CHAPTER, 


Of the Properties and , wr of the true 
Church of Chriſt 


N the diſpatation of the 
Church,thotfrit of all is to 
be oblerucd , that where- 
is our Aducrſarics haue 
Yrought in, and do hold ma- 
ny erroneous opinions , they do all pro- 
ceed out of the ignorance of the true de- 
finition and Nature of the Church . It is 


a true ſaying of the Apoſtle, that the) which ,; v. 6. & 74 


erre and wander [rom the true faith ave cone e 
into vine talks deſirous tobe Doflours of the Law, 

not yaderſ{anding neyt her what thing es they 7055 
nor of what they affirme. For if out Adurrfarics 


did well vnder tand or could conctsüe, 


Nat i imported by the Nane & Naι e 
A2 of 


— 


. 
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of the Church , they would neuer affirme 


ſo many abſurdities ot the Church of 
Chriſt. We will tuertore firlt of all de- 


clare and explicate , what is to be yn-- 


derſto od properiy by tue name of the 
Church. 

2. But this beſt of all is declared by 
the Properiicsof the Church of Chtiſt, and 
by her e, commended vnto vs in the 
Holy Scripture it ſelte : and thoſe we call 
Properties which do agree with the Church 
as ſhe hath relation vnto Chrilt her chiefe 


herd and Paſtour . But thoſe we call her 


offices which the Church exerciſeth to- 
wards her Children. There are indeed 


- many proptrizes ot the Church -— apa by 
holy Screpture , but it ſhall ſuffice vs to 
. allcadge and note theſe ſiue only 


The firſt is, that the Church is 


Ofee x . 19 , the ſpouſe of Clniſt . I will betroth thee ynto me 


610. 


Iſaie 67.5. The bridegromg will reiote in bis bride, and t 
. 3. 


for euer laith the Prophet Oſee:)and againe: 
1 will betroth thee ynto me in ſauh: and Iſaia: 


God ſhe ſpeaketh vnto the Church ) chal 
renee in ther. Chriſt alſo by the Prophet 


Cant. &. v. g lomonlayth, Come o my (pouſe from Libanw. 


In the new Teſtament allo, the Church is 


called the ſpouſe of Chriſt, He iab hab 
Joan +3. y. the bryde,ſaith S. lam Raptiſl. ii the bridegroome. 


And the Apolile, 1 haue deſpouſed nu i ne 
— 4 


7 


13 
— 


aſfirme 
urch of 
all de- 


be vn 


| of the 


ated by 
it, and 
in the 
we call 
urch 
chiefe 
all her 
th to- 
indeed 
ned by 
E Vita 


rch is 
mts me 
gaine: 
Iſatas; 
end thy 
u hall 
ophet 
thanw. 


rch is 


b har \ 


voss. 


io 06s 
man 


- 


2 — — 


Properties of the true Church .) x5 
1 preſent you 4 chaſte Virgin vnto C hriſt. » Ae 
Laſtly , . labs Fuge in his Revelations t. v. 2 


ſaith, the bydegrome and or hde do ſay, Come . A pc. vis 


; v. 17. 
he ſecond is, that the Church — 


is the myſtical body of Chit. Ve bring many „ „ 
(faith the Apoſtle) are one bodyin Chriſt :and cur. u 
againe , en are the body of Chriſt and members v. 27 
of member :and in another place, Ana ht hath wad E 
made lum to wit Chriſt ) brad over Al the 1 v. 28. 0 
Church, which in bus body , oo 238 
The third propertie —__ = 
hurch is the Kingdome of Chriſt. Our | 
—— reyene ouer y IK (faith rhe Propher Mi Ine if 
KNicheas in the mount atne of Hon from hence now 7 
and exermere. And the Angell as wicnel- | 
ſeth 4. Luke , ſpraketh thus of Chriſt; tac. v. v: 
He thall reigne in the houſe of 1atob ſor euer La- 3, 
ſtly Chriſt himſclte faith vnto his Diſci- Luc. 27. 5. 
ples, the Kingdome of God ts within yon. 26. 
6. de fourth ptopertie is, that the 
Church is the Inberitance of Chrilt: Aſte 
of me ( ſaith God the Father vnto his Pſabn. 4. 
Sonne) aud | will giue thee all N ationsſor thyne 65 
Inheritance. And againe the Prophet Dawd 


vel 28 .V, 
ſayth , Saue thy people 6 Lord and bleſſe thyne In- — ' 


beritence , And Laſtly , Bleſſed is that Naim 5% 10. 

whoſe Lord is God thereof , « people whome God yu 33. ven 
b choſen for l 11 h-ritance 

T 7. The fiteh property is, that the 

Church is the Citty of God, and —_ 

2 ; 


A3 


6 Part T. Controwerſ. II. 
Plabn, 36. glorious thinges are ſpoken of the Citty of God, 
vol. oy. y ij. ſayth the Prophet Dauid. And againc , the 
mayne fireame of the rtuer deth ci art the Ciuy of 
Pſalm.45. God: and Chriſt bimſelte faith, 4 Cirty pla- 
s. v. 5. ed ypon 4 mount. cine cannat be bydde. And hence 
it , that the Church is called the heaue- 
arb. g. ly leraſalem and $yon, as allo the Temple & 
. houſe of God. Tenne come, ſaith the Apo- 
0. ſtle, to moum Sen, and the Citi of the lung God 
» ad C. beaueniy Leruſalem. And in another place; 
6. v. 16. Tow are the Temple of the hung God. Laſtly , 
r.1im,z, that thou mayeſt know bow th oughteſt to conuerſe 
*. ui the bouſe of God, uch is the Church of the u- 
wing God. 
$. But now the offices of the Church 
aGd.4. are many the which may be reduced to 
. 26% fiucheades. For the Church as witncl- 
ſeth the Apoſtle is our Mother. 

A Mother exerciſeth five offices to- 
wards er Children. Firſt the concey veth 
them, Secondly ſhe bringeth them forth. 
T iirdly (he nouriſheth them. Fourthly 
ſhe gowerneth them. Fifthly ſhe defederh 
aud preſcructh, them from all daungers 
till they come to the vſe of reaſon; all thele 
thinges the Church performeth vato vs, 
yutill ne meete all with Chriſt the ſpouſe of the 

* Church, and our Father, into the ynity of ſaiib and 
ebe. ber dedge of the Sonne of God m'o 4 per ſect man 
++»: 3+ porbe meaſure of he age e the ſulnaſs of Chnifh 
as 
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as the Apoltle ſpeaketh + 
10 


* 


The firſt ofhee therfore of the 
Church is to propound ynto all the word 


of God, and that fully ( as concernin 

thole thinges which are neceſſaty to — 

nation ) fincerely clearly, and without 

any errout For the word of God is the 
incorruptible ſeed whetby we are con- 

cey ued and borne againe,avObriſt and his 

Apoltles do teſtify. But the Church pet? 
formetb this both by word & Writing 
Whiles (he conuerteth Gentil, Mabamers *; 

Heretthet , and Atheiſts, and Chrift en ioyned Merc. vd. 
this office vnto the Church in thoſe v. . 
wordes,preach you the Ghoſpell ymto cuery ero- 
ature . 

11. The ſecond office of the Churels; 
is lawfully to adminiſter the Sacraments? 3 
For by theſe alſo we are tegenerated, and AdTith 
nouriſhed, ſtrenthencd , gaticrned// und v. v. U 
defended, This office alſo Chriſt enjoys _— 
fied vnto his Church hen he commaũ- 8 
ded her to Rt, & adminiſler vhicworhes \, , 
Sacraments . - I... Aa, vin, 

12. . Thethird offics of the Church », ws. & 
isto feed thole who ate borne to Chris Luc. 23 6. 
not only by the Sacraments, but alfo-byy a2 
the word of God. Feed, THith Y. Peter e 07 3, bv 
flock of God which is among yon · Nut the Church 2, . 


feedeth the weaker and ruder forte of — — 
24 people 


- 
* 


— 


8 Fart. I. Cantrouerſ. II. 
people with milke and not with ſtronger 
meates, as the Apolile ſpcaketh : hence it 
commeth to paſſe that the Catholike Ca- 
thechiſmes are taught ſo much in the 
Church. Bur che nduricheth thole 
Which are ſtronger in faith with ſolide 
meates, and not only, with milke. 
1. Thetqurth office of the Church 
AF 0. is, to gouerne accotding to thoſe wordes 
N. 6. OfS.Paul . Take brede to your ſelurs , and to the 
hole flocke , wherem the boly Ghoſt bath placed 
you Biabops to rule the Church of God. Hence it 
enſueth, that there haue bu ſo many 4+ 
ſem. lies and Counceils called togeathet, that 
hereſyes might be condemned, manners 
reformed , and Ecclchialticall order well 
eſtabliſhed in all thinges: alſo that for 
this office there ate choſen Preachers , 
Paſtors, Adminiſtrators of the Sacramets, 
and all other thinges ate ordayned which 
do concerue the right goucrament of the 
Church. 
at e, 14. The fifth office of the Church 
þ. „. & , to defend her children. Fot this cauſe 
ſhe oppoſeth ber ſelſe againſt the Aduerſa- 


n. 
Gemef. 3. ries of Chriſt. She ptofeſſeth publickely 
P -*5 + - + her faith, ſhe ghteth cõtinually with the 
Ihey 54.» v. ſerpẽt and his feed , ſhe luffereth much & 


: _yetalwaicsgetteth the victory: No wea- 
pon, ſaith the Propet Iſꝙ, that is made a- 
| N gainſt 
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{ Properties of the true Church.) 9 
ainſt chee,ſhal proceed, or level right. And atth· val 
Farid aich: thus rocke | wil build my Church v. 18 « 
Cibe gates of Hel 1941 #4 prenatle u uw. And 

in another pace, Leu bal juffer trouble and loan. 16. 
preſſure ia this world , ba! be af good cheere, | haue Y. Vit» 
ouercome the world . By ene xropertics aad 

otficcs oi the Church if they be well con- 
ſidered, all the errots of our A lucrſaries 

may eaſily be confuted, as by that which 
followeth will manifeſtly appeare + 


CHAP, II. 


That out of the true Church of Chriſt 
there is no ſaluation . 


He firſterror is ofcertaine Sea» 

rics of this ryme, who promite 

men ſaluatiõ out of the Church: 

But this error is eaſily tetuted by 

the Scripture. For that is moſt cleare and 

euident which iſaia the Prophet ſayth, 

ſpeaking vnto the Church ia the perſon 

or name of God : That Nation and Kingdome 

ſaich he, which barb not ſerued rhee , n pe- 
nub. 

2. The ſame alſo to be an errour , is 

Fonuiaced by the properties and offices 

. A5 : of 


[ſaiz 54 4 
«13s 


10 Part. ] Cantrouerſ. II. 

44 £obef. of the Church before alleadged. Forfirſt 
s v. 41432. Chriſt hath but one ſpouſe and acknow- 
| ledgeth no other. They thalbe 14p0 in one flecth, 
Cent, 6. v. but I ( favth the Apoitle) ſpeake in Chriſt & 
. itte Church So allo Chriit '{peaketh of 
the Church, my dene and my perſecꝭ, ij one; 

Chtiſt is not an aduſterer, neyther doth 

he beget any children of an adultereſſe. 
For this cauls, ſaith S, Cyprian, the ſpouſe of 

8. Jer. in Chriſt camo be an adultereſſe, the u not corrupred 
trad. de - 4 ot 3 
bn n he u chaſte. And a liteſe after, beſpener 
elf. being ſeparated fromthe Church @ toned to an 4 
dultereſſe he & ſep araied [rom the promijes 0, the 

8. Sug, Church Nevther hall be euer attaine to the re. 
Tom. v9, wardiof Chriſt who teares the Church of Chriſt . 
de Symbol , He is an altene , he is prophane , be u an enemy, 
ad Cathec . he cannot now bane God [or bis Father , who bath 
bh, 4. ch. yot the Church for bit Mother. T be ſe he, which 
la't words S. Auguſtin repeaterh out pt him, 

1. HYecondly,he that 15 yr et 

body of Chriſt, canovt, recevue a oy 

Nom. of Chriſt, nor be partaker of the lyſe and 
9 „e, merits of Chriſt . Bu who hach not the (pd + 
8. Aug . ite brit, ut ha, as witneſſech che A- 
Tom. 6. pollle. S. Auguſte, declareth this very 
. x6. well by the example of a mans body « 
o. wholemembers cangor liue valeſſe they 
be ioyn d to the body. Another reals alla 
8. Aline allcdgetk taken (rom tte fore - 
ſaid property of the Chuch. None , agen 
; ©, 
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he. obtameth ſaluatis & exerlaſting lyſe but be who ſug ; 

hath Chyift to be bny bead But none can bans Chriſt 7, ,_ 

to be by beat ber be who & ii bis body, cvhuch u the d. vun 

Church. So ſayth $ . auguſtine. Ecciq. cry 
4. Thirdly the Name only of a . 

ther doth proue this ſuſhetently. For none 

can be conceyned nor borne without a 

mother, and the child which is b if 

it leaue toſucke the mothers breaſts ill 

periſh for hunger. By which argument 

even our Wileſt Aduerſaries are comvin- 

ced, For both Caluin and Ber doc confeſſe  , 

this, that euen the name only of a mother a * 

doth conuince that which we haue ſayd & bea. 

tobecruc; yea alſothe Scripture doth oftẽ 4p, f ſue 

teſtify that out gf the booſome of the Church conf f. 

we cannot hope for the remiſhon of. our Artics re 

ſinnes, nor eucrlaſting ſaluation: and that 

the goyng out of the true Church was al- 

waies-batefull , And hence it commeth 

to paſſe, that in the Cad ef the Apoſtles ; firſt 

we believe the holy Catholike Church, 

and then the remiſſion of ſinnes, and 1yfe 

euerlaſting, becauſe indeed without this 

C butch none can o btaine cyther remillig 

of their ſinnes, or life cuerlaſting. 


CHAP. 


Oſer z. v. 
. 


Ad Rom. 
. Y, $* 


Pſalm .38$ . 
vel e , V, 
36, 


12 an Controuerſ. II. 
CHAP, 111, *® 
That the Church of Chrif is to continue 


for ever . 


H ſecond error of our Aduer- 

ſar ies is, that many of them af. 

firme, that the Church of Chriſt 

hath not continually endured , 
but that it ſomerymrsfayled . This error 
mayalſo be eaſilv refuted by the foreſayd 
propertyes & offices of the Church, For 
firſt the Church is the ſpouſe of Chriſt, of 
which he [peaketh by the Prophet, 1 will 
betroththee ynto me ſor ener. Chriſt therfore 
did not betrorh his Church vnto him 
fora few yeares only, 

2. Sccondly the Church is the Body of 
Chriſt, but Chriſt cannot be without his 
body, and truly it were a monſtrous thing 
to ſce a lining head without a body. 

- Thirdlythe Church is the King. 
dome of Chriſt, but the Scriptures doe 
teach in many places,that this Kingdome 
of Chriſt ſhall continue for euer, a: Miches 
4. v. 7. Daniel. 2. v. 44. lerem. 31. v. 20. 
Sit Lac. 1 12. C33 · Laſtly Chrift ſwea- 
reth in bu Holy One , that is to lay, by bis 

H 
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_ others, do acknowledge and 
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Holines, that the Kingdome of Chriſt ſhalt 
laſt for auer. Wherefore they tndeauour to 
make Chriſt himſelt periured, who at- 
firme, that the Kingdome of Chriſt ſome- 
tymes periſhed , 

4. Fourthly the Church is the bouſe 
of Chriſt , the which he built vpon a 
rocke, againſt which tbe gates of bell all no- 
Ker preuale. 1 
Fiſthly this ſame is proued by the * - A 
officer of the Church, The Church hall be v. 300 
the death of our Lord yntil be come. God allo 
gaue ſome 41 Apofiles and Doctors, who ſhould 
teach and ruic the Church vntill we meet 
all in Chriſt in the end ot the world. Whe 
Chriſt alſo ſent bis Dilciples to teach all 
Nations,and to ad miniſter the Sacramety ad Epheſ.4 
he added this promiſe , Behould 1 aw with 5 n. 
you all dages, cuen tothe conſ ũm ation of the world . 
By which words as S. Hierome wel noteth, 
he ſheweth that they are to liue alwayes, 
and that he is neuer departed from the 
faithtull belicuers. 

6. Laſtly our Aduerſaries themſel- 
ves being cõuiijced with the truth of this 
matter, do acknowledge, that the holy Cal. 5 4 
Scriptures. do teſtity this in many pla- init. c. 1. 
ces. For Caluin 4nd ber to omit many - 7. 4 
que this ** + 


Vatth. 17. 


Matt.ivied 
v. v4. 


Be74.c.8$: 
ſux col. 


14 Pu I:Contronerſ.IT. 

BP) the Kingdom of 14ſus Chriſt i continuall i 
neceſſarily followert) chat there baue alwaies by 
ſome to be found who did acknowledge hm ſor 
ther King. 


CHAP. IIII. 


That this Church which hath alwaies con- 
tinuc d, hath alwaies byn viſible « 


H t thirdetror of our Aduerſa- 


ries is, that they deny the Church 
of Chriſt to hauebyn alwayes vi- 
fible . For ſeing that they cannot 
deny, but that the Church of Chriſt bath 
al wayes continued, as we haue declared in 
in the precedent Chapter: and whe we de- 
maund of them wheretheir Charch was 
for the ſpace of a thouſand yeares and 
more, they fly vnto a certaine inviſible 
Chutch which they ſay lay hidden for 
many yeares, But this error alſo is — 
refuted by the ſoreſaĩd properties, and ot- 
fices of the true Church , 3 
2. For firſtthe Church is the body 


x. Acer. of Chriſt: but this body of Chriſt war vi- 
. *. 27 ble, for the Apoſtle ſpake vntd viſible 


men hen he ſayd , you ave the beuy bf CH. 
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bapriſme and the receyuing of the Eucha- „cb. 
riſt,as witneſſeth the Apoſtle, But theſe ie. v 7, 
Sacramentsare viſible . Allo in this body . Cor , 
of Chrift, there ate Dodtors and Paſtors vntill 12 v. 13+ 
the een ſd matiõ of Sams, vntil we meet with Ad Fpheſ. 


Chriſt, but ſuch perſons are viſibl 
Thbe bailding allo of the Church u viſible , this 
con{ionation of Saint i u viſible , that A orks of mi- 
niſlery u viſible, which the Apoitle ſay th 
ſhall continue vntill tbe comming of 
Chriſt. 

1. Secondly the Church is theKing- 
dome of Chriſt, but every Kingdome cò- 
prehendeth in ita viſible company of me 
who all acknowledge one King. Henee 
it is that God deſcribing by the Prophet 
leremy , this Kingdome of Chiriſt, ſpesketh 
in this forte of the multitude of men 
which ſhalbe in the Kingdomeof Chrilt . 


= 4- V,41,49 


Euen « ((aith our Lord) the farres of Heau? vn. . 


cannot be nambred, ard the ſands of the ſea mea- 
fared, ſo will ] multzply. the ſeed of my ſcruant 
Dand , and the Leu my ſernants. But loch 
and ſo great a multitude of men cannot 
be inuibble. 

4+ In like manner the Prophet If 


deſcribing the laid Kingdome of Chiiſt 
and the covenant. of Cod u ith, it, chos 
uud league gib 
me in all Nattons- 

and 


writeth', I make 
them, and them jecd he 


. 3 


Idle $1. 


$.& *. 


16 Faun. Controneyſ, 11, 
and their ofspring in the middeſt of the 
people ; all that hall fee them (hall ko 
them, becauſe this is the ſeede that God 
hath bleſſed : where it is maniteſtly ſayd 
that all Nations ,cuen the Infidels,afloone 
as they ſhall bchould and fee rhe Church 
they ſhall calily know her by the benefits 
ot God beſtowed ypon her.Caluinhimlelte 

Cale. is acknowledgerh this to be [poken of the 

ec verbs Church, and he, addeth that this hath not 

n=. wy once been fulfilled, but isdayly ful- 
lled, 
5. Laſtlyifthis Kingdome of Chriſt 
were ſometymes inuiſibie, God bimlclſe 
( which God forbidde we ſbould lay) 
were periured , Who [weareth that the 

P/al. 88. throne ot Cbriſl, that is to ſay, his Kingdome 

. ſhalbelike the ſunne, and as a perſett moone, 
and that for ever: but the ſunne , and the 
perfect, or full moone are very viſible pla- 
nets, eaſily to be lecne ot all men, and not 
iauifible. 

I 6. 6. ThirdlytheChprch of God — 

. Cimy which is ficuared vpon & 

— Mounteyne , yea vpom a Morgan yay is 

2. 'vel ag. Placed vpon the teppe of meiitagns, the which 
our Lord will Rregtbeh tor evet , wher- 

Raule of Chriſt bimſelfeſpeaketh., A Citty placed vn 

3, Mat,s+ 4 men, cannot be hdd: And apayhe, Ton 

N.. J. «rs the Mb! ihe N ny tg 7. 
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{ Properties of the me Church.) ty 
candle and put it pnder abuibell, lau ypow 4 candei- 
flicke that it may gius light vn all which are in 
tbebonſe . Chr cheactore bath made bis g ug; 
Church not to hyde it, but that it might Tam. &. is 
be perſpicuous & anyſeſt vnto all;heer- 1. HA. 
upon & , Auguſize. VI bat more ( layth he) 8-1can, 
4 y, bat that they are blind who do not ſes Tratt.2, 
fogreas 4 mountayne , who iht their eyes agamſi 
4 candle placed nen 4 candiefiicke . And in S. Avg, 
another place ( laith be) tht thoſe who Tom. 7. 
ſee not the Church had rather 4s it were blindfold — 2 
offend againſt ibu 2.0141 «me then cine vp vmto it. cli. cus 
7, Fourthly che ſame is proucd by 
the torclaid offices of the Church,torthat 
Church muſt neceſlarily be vithble, which 
conceyucth and bringeth forth Infidells 
to Chriſt, by che preaching ot the Ghoſ- 
pell , for neyrher they which do preach 
arc inuiftible but viſible , and the prea- 
ching alſo it is vitiale and nat inutfß- 
ble. That Church allo is üble which 
nouriſheth Chriſtians with her publicke 
exhortations, inſtructions, anc mini- 
ſtrat ion of Sacraments, anc good exam- 
ples; which explicateth anc keeperh the Cue. 16. yo 
Scriptures; who gouerneth anc oreſcri- £5. 
beth Lawes and precepts, whome ther- b. 18 
fore we muſi obey. And ſhe is viſible, vn- . 75 
to home according to the commaund- 
ment of Chriſt, all complaints and cauirs 
8 B ars 
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19 Part. I. Contronerſ. II. 
arc to be brought . And Laſtly ſhe is vi- 
hble, of whome in our aducriitics we 
Bupre c. x, Mult demaund help and comfort, who 
publickly confeſſeth Chriſt, who tgh- 
teth with the ſerpent, and getting the vi- 
Qory triumpheth againſt him, and more- 
over (he excrciſech all thoſe ofhces which 
ate bcfore alleadged- 
8. Fifchly,it the viſible Church ſhould 
once perith, that article of the Greed were 
falſe, I belicuc in the Catholik Church, the 
communion of Saints. For that Church 
which is Catholike or vniuerſall, cannot 
be inuiſible; that Church which is di- 
Pſalm , 88. Jared or ſpread abroad throughout the 
v. . hole world cannot be but very vißble 
and conſpicuous, and that not in one only 
place, but in many. And hence it com- 
meth to paſlc, that the true Church is cõ- 
pared to the Sunne and the Moone the 
which are very viſible plannets, and eaſily 
to be ſeene of all. Neyther can there be 
this belicued comunion of Saints, vnleſſe 
the (aid Saint: mutually be manifeſt and 
14d Cor . vitible one vnto another, ſe ing that this 
v.. Ul. & communication ( as the Apoſtle faith ) 
26. conſiſteth in the continuall helpe which 
one member affoardeth vnto another, but 
none can affoard any help to that which 
J inuiſible and ynknowne . — 
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( Properties of the true Churrb. / tg 
this commuaication of offices is very ſen- 
fible and viſible . That alſo is viſible g 

w hich is a corporall ſubſtance and gene- 2 om x. 
rally in many places, Wherfore $, An- Epift. r70, 
me laith; It © an eaſy matter for thee to bebold a S 
and ſee that Ctity which u ſituated vpon 4 moun- 

tine, of whome our Lord in the Ghoſpell ſaith, 

that it « annot be brdden . For the is the Catboliks 

Church, whereupon »be u called in G rec R March,s, 
becauſe the 1 puilubed and ſpread ouer all the v. th. 
whole world, of whome it is not Lawfull jor any 

tobe ignorant, and ther ſore according to the ſaving 

of owr Lord leſus Chraſl e cannot be ladaen, Hi- 

therto S. Avguſtme . 

9. Sixihly that Church is viſible Calu.l. 4, 
which contaynce(h in it alwe'l the good I,, © 
as the cujll , and alwcll the ptedeſtinate “ ſect. 7 
as the reprobate,as our Aducriaries them- 
lelues acknowledge, who will haue the 
inuiſible Church to conſiſt of thole only 1 1. v. 
which ze predcitinate . But that the 38. 
Cburch which containeth in it aswell 
the cuil as the good, ſhall continue voto c. I. 4. 
the end of the world, thoſe wordes of Inftis . 
Chriſt, ſaſſer both to growe till harveſt, do cui T . i 
derly demõſtrate vnto vs. Vca cue gut Ad - & 
uerſaries themſelues doe plainly cant ſie S = $4 
that the holy Scripture.coth declare this — 
by m.ny Parables. Vt may thertore be ga- 
thered out of holy Scriptures cuen by the 

B 3 iudge- 


20 ., Part. I. Commozerſ, II, 
iudgenierof our Aducrſaries, that there ig 
not only an inviſible , but o a viſible 

Church, to wit, wherein the good arg 
mixed with the bad, which ſhall al- 
waics continue till the end of the world, 

16. Scancnthly , it is all one to at- 
firme the Church to be inviſible and to 
aftirme that ithath wholy periſhed, and 

r that there is no Church at all, the which 
: as we haue declared before is moſt ablurd, 

For this inuiſible Church of our Aducr- 
ſaries, can aftoard no help to any , ſeeing 
that he is not knowne to any but only 
ynto God : according to that ſaying of 
the Apoſtle, God know eth ho are his. 

. «Tin, For out Aduerſaries wilt haue the pre de- 

5. v. . ſtinateonly to belong vnto this their in- | 

| uiſible Church, as we haue now declared, 
who ate only knowne vnto God, and vi- 
knowne vnto all others. 

11. Hither allo it belongeth, that thoſe 
could not be Saints & predeſtinated who 
haue byn for theſe many ages paſt in that 
inuiſible Church of our Aducriarics. For 
thele ( if peraduen ture there were any] 
neyther durſt publikely profefle Chriſt: 
nor preach openly the Ghoſpell, bur ter- 
rified with bumane feare , haue done al 

,binges by diſhmulation and hypocriſy, 
ſeal they might be þewrayed and made 
7 


C | 
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knowne vnto others ( forotherwile th 
ſhould have byn vifible & not — 
But Chriſt ſaith , that he , that hall be ab- 
med of me and that whith I teac h, him the ſonne of 
man wille abamed of when be hal come in bis 
Maieſly. 

12. | Laſtly our Aduerſaries being 
vrged with lo many and invincible rea- 
ſons, ſee well inough, eſpecially the wiſer 
fort of them , how abſurd the doctrine 
of their inuiſible Church is. And therfore 
many of them now adayes acknawledge 
the Church of Cht iſt to haue byn al waics 
viſible: and moreouer that this viſible 
Church remayned ſtill in the Popedome, 
as they ſpeake, For they canor aſſigne any 
other viſible & euer continuing Church, 
beſides that of Rome, but leaſt they be 
conuinced of falſhood by the authority 
of this viſible Church, they ſeeke outfome 
other cualion , for they lay this viſible 
Church may, yea bath often erred in mat- 
ters offaith. The which error we will 
confute a little after, aſſoone as we have 
anſwered the arguments, obiected by our 
Aduerſarics againſt this Chapter. 


By CHAP. 


Luc. 9, * 
16. 


C. v. ſif. 


Part. I.Controzerſ. II. 
CHAP. V. 


The arguments againſt the wiſible Church 
are (ONſMECA . 


Any of our Aduerſaries tea- 
ſõs do not lo much prouc that 
Inf a bac the viſible Church hath peri- 


— thed & decayed, as that it hath 
7. erredin fayth; the which theretorc ſhalbe 
confuted afterward when we declare 
that the Church cannot crre in matters 
Tom. a. offayth. The reſt of their arguments are 
Et. 4% almoſt all one with the old teaſons of the 
a Donatifts. For they in tymes paſt athrmed 
— that rhe Church of Chriſt periſhed 
— — throughout the whole world, but only in 
Loet. Africh. Vnto whom S. Anguſiine anſwereth 
e cole, very well in many places. But we will 
20. fine, only heere briefly examine the more pro» 
„K. 8. bable arguments, and now adayes more 
5% yſcdbyour Aduerlaries . 
1 2. Ibe firſt argument is taken out 
A 2 of thoſe words of the P tophet Elias, lamleſt 
g | alone, and they ſceke my lyſe. I an{were that 


Teng. this argument is ot no moment, albeit out 
4.5. Aduerſaries Cal and ger do often vic 
it. For Ela doth not ſpeake of the whole 


Church 
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Chureh, but only of the Kingdome of 

Ifraell y wherein the wicked King Achab , R. 10. 
then reigned, albeit in it allo there were v. 16. 
ſeauen thouland men who did not adore 

BA, and who made a vilible Church. 
Moreouer at that very time loſaphat a very 

pious and goodly King reigned, & there 

was alſo the remple of God, and Prieſts, and 
Sacrifices,as allo publike, ſolemne, and 

daily ſeruice of God:yea out of the ſecond 

book of Paralipprment we gather that King 

Joſaphat laboured very much to conſerue „ Pad, 
and increaſe the honour and worſhip of 16. v. 4. 
God:neyther was the number of them & ſeq « 
litle, who profeſſed publikely the true 

Religion. For in the ſame booke arc ac- 

counted and numbred more then cleauen 

hundred thouſãd ſtrong ſouldiars, beſides 

women and others lefle fe for warr; by 

which it appeateth that the Church of * - P. 
God was not inviſible in leſaphas King- Z. 
dome, but rather very viſible and coſpicu- a 
ous, But Elia only complayned of the 
Kingdome of Iſrael : they. to wit, the children 

of Iſrael, and not the children of luda, hang. Reg. 19. 


forſaken thy Conrnant . Neyther do we deny 


but that in ſome one or other Kingdome 
there might ſometymes peradueature 
baue byn few or no Chriſtians, whils in 
farre more places the Church of God was 

B 4 very 
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very many feſt and viſible . But that the 
Church of Thrift vas no where tobe foiid 
inthe whole world, is moſt abſurd and 
exprelly againſt the holy Scriptures, 

Tne ſecond argument is taken 
out of many places of Iſay & leremy, her- 
in thoſe Prophets complayne, that all the 
Ie wes did tranſgreſſe the Couenant made 
With God . Morecourr they obiect the 
ſmallnumbcrof thoſe who were ſome- 
tymes in the ancient Church before Chr ift 
tyme, or cuen in Chniſh tyme before the 
Goſpell was promulgated, and hcere they 
make many diſgreſhonsto N, and 4dam 
himſclfe. The very ſame argument the 
Donati; alſo yied,.as the words of Biſhop 
Petilianteſtity related by S. Awgufitne . But 
S. Auguſtine anſwereth very well to thoſe 

nerall complaints of the Prophets, that 
the holy Scripture hath a peculiar phraſe 
or manner of ſpeaking, who fo reprehen- 


deth the cuill-as though cucry one ob that 


company of people were wicked men, 
& (ocomendeth the good, as if they were 
all ſuch : and-ehis'$. Augnſtine proueth in 
the ſame chapter out ot diuers-placcs of 
the holy Scripture, 

4- Our Aduerſaries alſo who would 
ſeeme (killfulland cunning in the Hebrew 
and Greeke language, ſhould call to mind: 
that 


ohraſe 
rehen- 
that 
men, 
were 
eth in 
6cs of 


vould 
brew 
mind: 

that 
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tat aſwell the genetall particle amongſt Devoct 
the Hebraws called col, as that other which col , vide 
anſwereth vnto it in the Greeke ot S. 
is often vſed in holy Scripture, not gene- 44. 
rally for cuery thing without any excep- 
tion , but for that which commonly is o-7 Poſt. 
wont to be done ;as allo, now proſingulisge — 
nerum, ſed pro -eneribu ſimg ulor um, the which , TO 
not only the Hebrew Lexicons written by Cain c. 
our Aduerſarics taemiclucs doe playnly . a philip 
demõſtrat, but alſorherr chicte & princi- Vn. & 
pall ringleaders Caluin & her. The later Ber ibid, 
wherof addeth alſo'that we haue obſer- & mr. 
ved, that a general ptrticle is almoſt in e- — 
very leafe of holy Scripture vſed indefi- — — 
nitely. It is therfore moſt ttue which 8. — 
Auguſtine ſay th, that this word(all) in theſe 166. v. 4. 
kind of places is taken for many , or for ibid, 
that which was common euery where, 
as Calaty and Berta lay : for otherwiſe it Iſaker.v.ns 
is well indugh knowert that in the tyme Ort. v. 
of the Prophet Iſay there wert ſome holy 1. 4 m0. 
Kings, as Oci, and Freebie in lury, as allo v. v. Miches 
thoſe Prophets Owe, Ames, and Miche: 
moreduer in the time of leremythere liued . 
the good King leu, and the good Pro- v. 1 Exe 
phets Ezechiel, Damel, and Sophomas . Ther- ch.. v. 
fore thoſe things which % and Hiere- 1. Damicl. re 
mydo (ay , eannot be ynderſtood of all v. , 7, 
niverlally. - 5 
B 5 5. The 


S. ſuruſt. 


. Toms . 


Zeit 49. 


26 Part. I. Cantrouerſ. II. 

. The other places which our Ad. 
nerſarics alleadge, do proue that there are 
at ſometymes but a few in the Church, 
but, they do not proue that the ſavd 


=" agg Church was inuifible. Yea ( as $ |, Augu- 


Nat. 18. v. 
it. 


Eaſebius 
ws Crone , 
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ſuabiſtoria 
Gened.mn 
ſua conogy 
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„Mo- 
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in primc ip 
Cocchi * 


Tom.r lth. 
8, An. 


ine diſputing againſt the Denatrffs well 
obſeructh) when the Church of Godizs 
moſt vexed with the perſecutions of the 
wicked, and ſeemeth to be almoſt oppreſ- 
ſed therewith , then is ſhe moſt divine in 
ſuch her members a+ arc renewed for cou- 
rage and conſtancy : for fayth and obedi- 
ence towards God was more eminent in 
one Noe or Abraham, then in ten thou- 

{and others. 

6. Laſtly this our diſputatis is not pro- 
rly of the auncient Church which was 
fore C hriſts time, but of that which 

enſued the promulgation of the Goſpell 

till this our preſent age, whereof Chriſt 
ſayth, V pon this rocke | will build my Church, and 
the gatesof bellsballnot prenaile againſt it . For 

albeit the Church hath beene al wayes vi- 

fiblecuen frõ the beginning of the world 

till thecoming of Chriſt, as Pavlws, Orofixs, 

& Euſebixs haue, out of the holy Scriptures 

in euery age, declared. In this our age alſo 

Genebrard, Sanders, and Caccia haue briet ly 

demonſtrated the ſame. Vet not withſtan- 
ding before the comming of Chriſt the 
| whole 
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whole Church ot God was in a manner-Pſal. ye.y. 
concluded into greater (traits of perſons ». & *ſd. 
and ploce', according to thole words of 147 · V. vl. 
the Prophet Dauid, God v knowne in [ury, 

& againe, He bath not done thus 18 tuery N anon, 

and be bath not mani[efied, or made knowne his 
judgment voto them. But amongit the 

Gentil there Mete but a fe Who acnows 

ledged and tigbely worſhipped God , 
Wherefore the true Church was often te- 

duced vnto a few perſons in number, but g. uu. 
notwithſiading cuer viſible & thoſe yery Tom 2: 
eminent in ſanctity and holyneſſe, as is E- 49, 
declared by S. anguſlin words already alled. ini. 
ged. But the ſtate and condition of the 

Church of Chriſt isfarre differer atrer the Geneſ. u2 « 
promulgatio ofthe Goſpell trõ that other : Y+:8, 

tor now that bleſſed ſeed of Abralã is come, 

w herin allthe Natios of the earth were to 

be Bleſſed Now thoſe prophecies of Chriſts 

inher itaũce and K ingdpmes are fullfilied . Plal.n-v.8. 
Athe of me ther & | wileme, all Nation: ſor thy in - 
hertaunce,and the bounds of the whole earth ſor thy 

poſſeſſion. Allo, He thall gourt une and rergne from . uh. 
ſeats ſea, and ſrom the ryuer to the end of the whole © * 
world . And againe, All the Kings of the carth 

all adore bim, and all X ations ſerne bim 
Moreover, e Lord bath prepared bus holy arme 1hid.V. rc. 
in the cyei of all Nations , and all the limits of the 7/49 + 5% + 
earth hall ſee the ſaluation of our Lord and God... Y + * 

f When 
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When g. Anguftine had alledged this place 
among others dg4inft the Donamſi. admt- 
ring their great madnciſe and mynorance 
who affirme the Church to be eyther in- 


uiſibſe or to ly lurking in ſome od place 


only, brake forth into theſe moſt true 

words worthy of ſo great a Doctor u 

. Auguſt. ſayth be,ſodeaft, whois ſo mad and who N 

Tom v. % tg contradift theſe ſo cle are & euident teſlimomiet, 

Vance Ee hut he which knowerh not what be ſpeakerh t And 

ec. 7. truly that the Church ot God was farre 

more kno wen and fpread oucr the whole 

world after the promulgation of the Goſ- 

pell euen in the Apditles tyme then it euer 

was in the tyme of the la, thoſe words 

of the Apoſtl do ſufficiently declare. But 

I ſay, haue they not heard And certts imo all earth 

bath the ſound of them gone forth, arid ynco the 

ends of the whole world the wordersf them . And 

againe ſpeaking vnto the Roma Church 

Ne. he ſayth, I giue thankes to my God through Teſus 

ro. v. 19. Chriſt forall oſ vou, becaniſe your ſayth if renewed 
t the whole world. 

Ad Rom, 7 « Morcouer from the Apoſtles 

x,v.s, tyme till this our preſent age, the 

Church of Chriſt hath byn not only vi- 

ſible but alſo ſpread abroad, knowne and 

moſt famaus throughout divers King- 

domes of the world, as many hiftoriogra - 
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doe teſiiiy. and the worthy Cardinall Caſar 
Boremia hath euidently declared , and that 


not only throughout all ages, but allo c- g. 7 


. | „ 

uety ycare, in lo much that thoic Who — 2 

do not conſent and agree beercunto, ate Y=ir. Ec- 
not only to be accounted Infidels , but as . · 7. 


$. Auguſline ſpeaketh very fly aud ttucly, 
men out of ibu ir tes 


CHAP. VI. 


Other argument, of our Aduerſaries 
againſt the viſible Church are 
conſumed. 


8 8 H x third argument of out Ad- 
verlaries w herby they impugne 
the viſible Charch, is this: the 
" holy Scripture comparcth the 
Church to the moone, but the moone 
| doth often ty mes not appeare, as it hap- 
peth in the new moone,and in the Ec- 
clips. I anſWetc that we muſt not ſeeks 
for a ſimilitude or likenefle in all thingep 
berwixt the Church and tbe noone, "if 
ptherwiſe the Church of Chriſt ſboul 
pezther lee not yagcafiand, nor a” 


30 Part T1 , Contronerf.. IT. 
and it ſhould be altogeather Without life 
as the moone is. But in this matter that 
hmilitude or liknelle bet ixt the Church 
and the moone, is only to be lought out, 
in which the Scripture comparerh the 
Church to the moone ; but the Scriprure 
doth not compare the Church to the 
moon as ſhe is a mutable planet, but az 
Cant 6; v. Weis beauritull in her ſelfe. Beautiful (taith 
4h Salomon ) as the moone , but in mutability the 
Scripture compareth a ſoole to the mooane, 
Becleſ. 25. but not the Church. A foole ( laith the 
v. „„ Wilcman )s changed «44 the mene. Morco» 
uer the Church ot C hriit is not compared 
Iſaie 60, to cucry moone, but only to the moone, 
v. 20. When ſhe is in her fulneſſe & perſect ion, 
yea to the moone which is ncuer dimi- 
niſhed nor fayleth: hẽce are thoſe words 
Calu in 6a. Of the Prophet Iſay , which Caluin ac- 


| 


— 


dem verbs, knowledgeth are to be vnderſtood of the 


Church , Thy ſwme hall neuer more be ſet, and | 


thy moone +hall not be dimmmiibed (ot as Calais 
franſJateth it) hall not be hidden. Laſtly 8 
lohn (aith , that the moo ne & vnder the feete of 


| 


the Church, that therby we may. vnderſtad \ 


that the Church of Chriſt by the vertue 
of the ſuone (to wit Chriſt himſelfe 
beer un. where withall the is wholy inueſted and 
Ft. adorned) is free from all mutability in 
matters of faith, 
3, The 
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1 { 2- The fourth argument. Thoſe 
one eh thinges which we belicue by faith are 
ders inuiũble, but by faith we belicue there is 
Cong a Catholike Church, as appeareth by the 
Jae our, Apoltles Creed, therefore the Catholike 
eh the} Church isinuifible and not viſible. L an- 
* cory. {were that this is a weake argument, al- Calu, I. 4. 
em beit Caluin allo victh it . For if it were not i=? · — 
but n it would proue that the holy Scripture 2. 
al(taith were alſo inuifible , becauſe we belieue 
ility the alſo the hotly Scripture by faith, yea it 

moon, | would alſo prove cuen our Aduerſaries 
we Church to be as yer inviſible , for they as 
— yet belieue their Church by faith, and 
—_— yet they cõfe ſſe that theit Church is now 
moone, } viſible. And truely if their Church had 
— remayned ſtill inuiſible, they had neuer 
r dim. eaſed e many tumults in the Chriſtian 
þ worgy Common- wealth . But certainly cuen as 
v * in the holy Scriptutes we fee one hinge 
d ofthe and beſieue another, we (ee the letters 
n characters,the which the Infidel alſo fee , 
„ Calais dot we belicue that the Scripture is moſt 
unly. ve true in all chinges, the which they do not 
 feete of | belicuc:(ſo we ſe that the Church of Chriſt 
derftad } ; extant; the which alſo the Infidels do 
e | fer;for Teber & lewesr do very well know 
— | that there is a Pope , and that there are B- 

| iſtian Nations , 

iliey in ſhops, Princes, and Chriſtian N — 


3, The 


but we belicue that this Church w 
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doe ſee is an holy Church, is gouerned & 
directed by the holy Choſt, and that the 
Cano crte in matters of faith, all which 
tzelabdels do not þclicuc . 

The fifth argument. None is in 
the Church but by taith , but faith is in- 
uilible, ther forc tac Church alſo is inui- 
ſible. I anſwere that this js a very weake 
conſcquence, for otherwiſe we might 
icalon thus; None is a man but by a rca- 
ſonable ſoule, but the fo ule at man in- 
ducd wich the vie of reaſon, is invidible, 
therfore the whole man allo is inuifble, 
Alſo, no Scripture is to be accounted ho- 
ly but by the authority of God, but thig 
authorizy is inuiſible, therefore the Scri- 
pture allo is inuiſible. For it is not neceſ- 
rie that a thing may be called viſible 
that the chicks parc or reaſon thereof be 
viſible but it ſuthceth if any part therof 
be viſible ,as mauiſcſtly appeareth"in all 
viũble, ſubſtances, for their chiefe partes, 
to wit, their ſubſtantiall matter and 
forme are thinges inuiſible. 

4. Secondly i anſwere that the faith 
wherbya man is made a member of the 
viſible Church is not only an interiour 
faith which is not to be ſcene, but that 
which is euidently ſeene and declared by 
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fe lhng publikely the {aid faith, by recea- 
uing the Sacraments, and lucl Otner ex- 
tecriouracts, I he which 15 lo de, that 
this extcriour profcilion ot our taith on- 
ly, u ithout the inter iont faith, lufhcerh 
that a man become a memver ot the vi- 
fible Church, as 8ellarmme well proucth : 80 J 4 
ſcing that otherwiſe none could be cci- — 
tame of his Piclate or Paſtour, becaule Ecciſ. c. is 
none can (ce the faith or mind of ãother. 
5. Hence alſo it is, that not only the 
predeſtinatc and iuſt men are members of 
the viſible Church, but allo ſuch as be hy- 
pocrittes and wicked men who profetle 
their faith, according tothole wordes of 
Chriſt: Ezery brauch in mo, not bearing fruit, be 
will take it away , And, 1f any abide not in me, he 
thalbe ceſt forth: by which words Chrilt n 
ſheweth that they alſo who doe not te- 10 5.64 
mayne in him, that is to lay, thoſe which Kb 
are not predeſtinate, and thoſe which 
do not bring forth any fruit, that is to 
fay , bad Chriſtians , are in him, that is 
to ſay, in his viſible body which is the 
Church , the which alſo almoit all our 
Aduerlaries con ſeſſe, as we haue ſaid be- 
fore, and Bellarmine ptoueth more at large. 
6. ' The ſixt argument our Aduer- 
faries deduce out of the 4pocalyps , whereim A poe, 113 
— inuelicd with the b. 5.0 144 


ſunne 


— 


Confeſſ 
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ſunne which ſignifieth the true Church, 
fled into the delett, and remayned there 
for the {pace of 1260. dayes, that is to 
lay , as our Aduerlarics interpret it, a 
thouland two hundred and ſixty yeares , 


Out ot which they infer, that the Church 


remayned inuiſible as it were in the deſert 
theſe thouſand two hundred and ſixty 
yeares laſt paſt. I anſwere, that this is a 
vitious argument for many reaſons. For 
firſt, it is very abſurd, to thinke that the 
Church of Chriſt did ly hidden and in- 
uiſible theſe thouſand two hundred ſixty 
yeates paſt. For therupon it would enſue 
that the Church of Chriſt was inviſible 
then when it moſt floriſhed, & was ſpread 
abroad ouer the whole world: as for ex- 
ample in the tymes of & - auguſtine. 4mbroſe, 
Hilary, Athanaſiw , Hierome , Clnyſoftlome , Cy- 
vil &. Yea in the tyme allo of all the 
auncient Councels, the which our Ad- 
uerſaries themſelues do admit in their 
confeſſion of faith. For all theſe Fathers 
and ancient Councells have byn within 
the ſpace of the forſaid thouſand two 
hundred and ſixty yeares, the which our 
Aduerfaries do account from Pope Silnefter 
till Lathers tyme, wherfore this place of 
the Apecalyps is not to be vn of 


' yeares, but literally of daĩes only. 


7. More- 
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7; Moreouer it is not certa in that by this 
word ( deſert ) is vnderitood any ſolitary 
place, ot iuch as is deprived of all the ſo- 
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ciety or comtort of men. For Primafius 8. pri 
Juguftines (choller ſaith, that by the fore» in cap. 1. 
ſayd word is figniticd the whole world, Apoce's 


the which allo that deſert ſiguitied 


through the which the Children of 1jradl Numer , 
pellcd before they came to the land of 4. v. 4. 


Promile : Euen as by the ſayd land of 
Promile was allo fignified the cucrlaiting 
lyte . Some others will haue the forclayd 
word ( deſert ) io fignity a departure or 
— ot all ſinnes and vices, and all o- 
ther ple. ſures of this world, according to 
that ſaying of the Prophet Oſee. I will carry 


and lead her into the deſert, and I M ill ſpeake vn- Ofee v. 14. 


10 her hart. And that of Du, Bebould flying 


away , I went ſarre off, and 1 remayned m the VL 14 


deſert . 
$. Laſtly albeit we ſhould graunt 
that this deſert were ſome wyld or for- 
ſaken place, yet neuettheleſſe it could not 
be gathered thereby, that the Church of 
Chriſt eyther was, or ever ſhalbe inuiſible. 
For this woma which fled into 
the wilderneſſe, fignifverh the whole 
Church of Chriff, but ſome one famous 
Church the which Aantichrift bal perſecure 
molt of all, becauſc it = ſtronglj oppoſe 
- it 


36 Pt. I. Controaerſ. II. 
it{elfeagainſt his impiety and wicked- 
neſſe. Aud in rheend of rhe forſaid vition 
Apoc.n, 5 + lohn playnily amrmeth, that the Dragon 
y. © after the delivery of that woman (hail | 
make warre againſt the reft of her ſcede 
who keepthe commandmers of God, and 
haue the teſtimony of leſwChrift: thet ore 
beſides that women there wilibe ſome 
out of the deſert who will publikely pro- 
ſeſſe the true faith of Chrift, againſt whom 
for that cauſe the Dragon will fight. 

9. But that we may now conelude 
this controuerſy of the vifttble Church, 
feing that Chraft our Lord came into this 
world that he might make open and 
knowen the way to eternall ſauation not 
to one Nation or age only, but inded ro 
the whole world and all poſterity , it is + 
a very abſurd thing to thinke that this 
one only way to eternall faluatio which 
is the true Church of Chriſt, remayned 
hidden and vnknowen to all Nations for 
fo many ages paſt. | 
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CHAP, VI. 


That this viſchle true Church of Chriſt 
cannot erve in matiers of 


fayth . 


Orut no canbeſayd more ab- 
luraly, the that the true Church 
of Chriſt can erre in matters of 
fayth, and yet there 3s — 

which the Scctaties of this tymegu ho 
and detend with greater pertinancy, not 
Without iuſt cauſe, tor they ſee very well 
that it cannot be denyed, but that the true 
Church of Chrift hath for theſe many 
— paſt remayned {till among Catho- 
ikes only viſible, as afterward we ſhall 
more clearly declare ; bet if they Gould 
alſo graunt that this viũble Church can- 
not erre, they ſhould ouerthow hemſcſues 
by their owne conſeſſion, Wheretore to 
the end they may fill have ſome corret 
or hole to {lip out at, they affirme,thatthe 
true Church of Chriſt both harh erred, 


& ſtill doth erre in points of faith. Ihen 
the which nothig certainly is more ab- 
ſurd, eſpecially ſeing that they affirme 


that it bath arred not in things of {mall 
3 Mos 


C3 


as Part. 1. Contronerſ. IT; 
moment, but in the ptincipall and chiefeſt 

oynts of fayth, which are playnly neceſ- 
— to eternall ſaluation; yea allo that it 
bath fallen into manifelt Idolatry .. More- 
ouer,that it hath not only fayled & ſtag- 
gered in fayth, & hath publikely taught 
many errors againſt fayth , but hath alſo 
compelled and forced by threats and tor- 
ments all to Idolatry . And laſtly chat 
it hath donne thus, not only for the 
ſpace of one yeare, but for a thouſand or 
at leaſt 900. yearcs. All which how ab- 
furd they are,we will now declare. 

2. But to the end that all which we 
are to ſay hereafter of this matter may be 
the bettet vnderſtood, we muſt note heete 
that when we aſhrme that the Church 
cannot crre in fayth, that by this word 

uh) we vuderſtand not only that inui- 

ble fayth which is in our mind, but allo 
viſible, that is to ſay, the publike doctt ine 
of the whole Church, which is propoſed 
or ſcr downe to be helicued of all - Wher- 
fore when we affirme, that the Church 
cannot errein matters of fayth, we afhrme 
alſo, that the doctrine ot points of fayth, 
the Which the Church of God ſetteth 
do wie as the moſt certayne and vndoub - 
ted word of God, cannot be falſe, but the 
very word of Cod it (clic, which I will 
clearly 
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clearly declare by thele arguments. 
2 + The firſt argument isdeduced out p 

of all thoſe properties and offices ofthe „ hee 

true Church betore alledged out of Scrip- — 

ture. For the true fayth be ing once taken ; 
away, all the foreſayd properties of the 
Church mult needes periſh , and all her 

othces mult ceaſe. For the Church ca noy- 

ther be the ſpouſe of Chriſt, nor the body, 

nor the Kingdome , nor the inheritance , 

nor the teple of Chriſt without faith, but 
neythercan the Church withour faith & 

the true doctrine therot, eyther conceyue, 

bring forth, nouriſh , gouerne, or defend 

Chriſſes flocke, And in this manner the 

church of Chriſt for ſo many ages had loſt 

all her properties, & bad intet mitted all Supra cad 
her proper offices, contrary to ſo many e. r. buius 
and fo cleare promiſes of holy it before Con570s . 
alleadged . 

4. Theſecond argument is deduced 
out of moſt cleate teſtimonyes of holy 
Scripture, which teach,that the Church 
eãnot erre in faith. For firſt Chriſt himſelf 
affirmeth, that the gates o ſ hell chall not preuaile Math. 16. 
Anf the Church. But if the Church could ? + . 
erre in faith , the gates of hell for ſo many 
ages paſt had preuailed againſt ber. 
5. Moreouer God ſpeaketh thus by Ja 59 , 

his Prophet Iſey of the Couenant of the. . 
C4 new 
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new Teſtament. This is myleague with. them 
ſarch our Lord. my ſpmut which wm ther, and my 
wards winch | haue put in ti mouth , hall not de- 
partout of tvy mouth, ont of the mouth of thy [ced, 
& out of the mouth of the jeeds ſedd, ſaub our Lord, 


rd hence forth cuen to the worids end , But in out 


Lad Tim. 
3. 5. 6. 


Authtriarics 0p1n!9 (he words which God 
hath put into the mouth of the Church, 
haddtparted many ages out of her mouth. 
6. Lalily the Apoſtle affitmeth, that 
the Church is the Pillar and ſabilizp of truth. 
But if che Church could crre in faith, and 
teach publikely againſt the word of God, 
it hould be the Pillar rather of falſhood 
then of eructh. Some of our Aducrlarics 
do ãſwere ynto this place, that the Qhurch 
is called indeed the Pillar of truth, be- 
cauſe it doth nat erte when it followeth, 
and is agreable vnto the word of God, 
yet neuertheleſſe it crteth When it diſa- 
teeth from the word of God. But this 
is a very frizolous anſwere. For according 
ynto this interpretation, cuery Church ot 
Heretichss, of Lewes, Tarkes, yea of the Diels 
themſelues ould be the Pillar of. truth. 
Fot none of theſe errerh , when it.is aegre- 
able to the word of God. But 8 Pult is 
that which neceTarily and alweaics vp- 


holdeththat which it ſtrenghtneth. and 


whole pillar it is : wherfore the Church 
ſhould 
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Would — the Pillar of truth, vnleſſe 
it al waies ſticke and be ioyned wich the 
truth and vphould it. Calais therfore Cale. 1. 
conuinced by the euidency of the truth . e. 1 
writeth,tbat zf true Church be the Pillar of truth, ſet, x, in 
it is moſt certaine that the Kingdome where les & fig, . 
ſalihood repgueth , cannot be the true Church, 
Thus Calum . 

7. The third argument is deduced 


out of divers Abſurdities which enſue 


out of the dodrine of our Aduerlarics + 
The firſt adſurdity is, that the Apoſtles 
Creed were falſe wherin we belicue the 
holy Catholike Church. For that Church 
cannot be holy which waatcth the true 
faith, which teacheth falfitics and wie- 
kednes, which forceth all mea to Idolatry. 

$. Theſecond abſurdity is, that Chriſt 
himſelſe and che holy Ghoſt ſhould erte 
and teach rhinges both falſe and wicked. 
For the doctrine of the Church is not fo 
much the doctrine of the Church as it is Luc. 10. v. 
of Chriſt & of the holy Gaoit,/7 bs beareth, 18 
you ( laith Chriſt) beareth me: and in auo- loan. v. 
ther place: The Paraclete the holy G'9/? whome 455 15.55 
wy Father will ſend you in my name , be u reach * 
Jou all thinges. And the Apoſtles ſaid, 1: ſee- 
meth good to the holy Gh, and to vs. Laitly 
God himſelf by his Prophet ſpeaking vn- 
to the Church aſſir meth, that bis boly Si- 

C5 rie 
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rit win the Church, and that be bath put bis words 
ite the mouth »/ the Church, which hall neuer 
be taken out of ber mouth, from benceſorth tall the 
end of the world . Wherefore if the Church 
could etre in the doctrine of faith, Chriſt 
alſo , the holy Ghoſt, and God himſelte 
ſhould etre. 

9. The third abfurdity is, that a bnil- 
ding could cõſiſt & ſtand without a fou- 
dation. For the fayth of Chriſt is the foi 
dation of the Church , it yet, layth the 

« Collof, Apoſtle, you continue in the fayth groun- 
1. v. 26. dedandſtable. And in another place he 
teacheth, that the Church is grounded y. 

ad Robe. pon the doctrine of the Apoſtles and Pro- 
8. v. 20. pets: but the foundation being taken 
aa, the building muſt needs fall. This 
abſurdity i ſo manyfeſt, that it forced Cal 

nin to couſeſſe thi very truth which now 

cal. I. 4, Ve teach to be enidently conuinced out 
leflit c . Of 8. Pauls words. If, ſayth he , the dofirine 
eb. .. of the Apoſtles and Prophets be the ſoundation of the 

Church, take «way that doctrine, and bow can the 

building fland? Thus Calum . 

10. The fourth abſurditie is, that 
the true Church ſhould conſiſt and be 
without her nrop-r and eſſentiall forme, 
no otherwiſe then if one ſhould ſay, that 
a true and lining man might conſiſt and 
be without his loule. Fot the true _ 
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and the true preaching thereof, are as it 
were thecſſentiall tormes ot the Church. 


Calu.l. 4; 


Caluin alſo acknowledgeth this abſurdity 10. c. f. 
when be wiriteth, that the fayth of the fe: 


Church being taken away, there muſt 
needes follow the ytter ouerthrow of 
religion, euen as the life of man is ouer- 
throwen and takertawayzif he be ſtabbed 
with a dagger, or deadly wounded at the 
hart, — 
11. The fourth argument is deduced 
out of the maniteſt contradictions which 
follow of the contrary doctrine. For they 
who cõtẽd that the true church of Chriſt 
doth erte in fayth ,do not indeed know 
what they lay : for that is the only true 
Church of Chrift which retayneth and ke- 
peth ſtill the name, &the ſincere fa th of 
Chriſt;but that is the falſe Church of Clift 
which only profeſſeth the name of Chrift 
but erreth in fayth . Wherefore to lay that 
the Church of Chrift erreth in ſay th, is all 
one, as to ſay,that the true Church is not 
the true Church, but the falſe , which im- 
plieth a contradiction, 
12+ The fift argument is deduced 
out of thoſe things which our Aduer- 
ſaries do graunt vnto vs, For the com- 
mon doctrine of our Aduerſarics is, as we 
will hew hereafter, that the fincere prea- 
ching 
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ching of the word of God , and lav full 
ad miniſtration of Sacramenrs , are the 
markes and ſigues ot the true Church, 
without which it cannot confilt:therfore 
it neceſſatily tollowerh , that they mult 
alſo admit that the rrue Church cannot 
erre in tayth, and in the true preaching of 
the word of God. For that Church cauot 
ſincerely preach the word of God who 
fouly erreth in points of fayth,and in the 
true preaching therof . Calum allo out of 
diuert placesot Scripturedoth proue that 


cap · g. ſedd. it is a falſe Church and nota true which 
It. C. erreth in the principall points of fayth, 


Derain l. 
de Ecce. 
mot. vo- 
lum 1, 
Tratt. 
Theolog . 


Caln.l. x. 
Inſti. c. t. 


fect. 12, 


and he acknowledgeth , that the true 
Charch cannot erte ther-1n , chey being 
neceſſity to ſaluat ion. Be＋ iu like man- 
ner wtiteth, that the true Caurch cannot 
erte in the chiefe poyntes of fayth, albeit 
he ſith that it erteth in leſſet matters, the 
which diſtinction of poynts of favth he 
hath take out of Cala. Ihe Church ther- 
fore cãnot erre at the leaſt in chic fe points 
of faith, euẽ in aur Aduetſarĩes iudgmers, 
11. Our Aduerſaries heape.togea- 
ther a great many of arguments, but they 
are ſuch as may cafily be anſwered , For 
Wher-as they know that their arguments 
are but weake and almoſt nothing wor h. 
theycadeauour by the multitude chercof 
, to 
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to oppreſle the truth, or at the leaſt to ob- 
ſcure & hide it. Many ot them hen they 
manifeltly ſec, that it is impeſhible that 
the true Church can conſiſt or be with- 
out faith , they craftily feygne that che 


Controueriy berwixt vs 15 not of this ca . 4. 
matter, but ot ſome other tar different, . caps 
that is to (ay, of that vyhereot none e- x. et. 1. 


ver doubteth: lo dealeth Calum with vs. 
For when he had con feſſed that to be the 
falſe Chutch and not the true which er- 
reth in ptincipall poynts of fay th, & con- 
ſequently that the true Church cannot 
erte herein, as out of his owne words we 
haue already declared, at the laſt he fcig- 
neth that the contronerly in this matter 
is not whether the Church can erte or no, 
but whether ſhe may erre, if ſhe take not 
for her companion the word of God; 


and that we affirme, that whatlocuer ſhe 1, e. 
ſhall decree cyther without or beſids the g.je#. . 
word of Cod, that the ſame is tobe . 


accounred as a moſt certayne oracle of 
God. But that he and his affirme, that 
therefore the Church cannot erte be- 
cauſe ir permitteth it ſelte to be directed 
and goucrned by thefayd word of God, 
and becauſe it reacheth nothing bur out 
of the word of Cod. But this is « meere 
Gander. Fpor there can no Catholike be 
4 1... ſound 


45 Part, I. Conmronerſ, II. 
found, who doth not acknowledge that 
the Church permitreth it (clfe to be dire. 
cted in all things by the word of God, 
le ing that the lole word of God is the ob | 
Supra iect ot taith,as we haue ſayd beiore;w her- 
Contr0%* fore the true Church propoleth nothing 
be ©+®+ elsvntovs to be beliccucd with a Catho- 
like taytn, but the molt fincere and true 
word of God. But in this matter only is 
the controucrly betwixt vs and our Ad- 
uerlar ies, that they acknowledg only the 
written word of the holy Scriprure to be 
8 the true word of God: but we not only 
— acknowledge the written word, but alſo 
L c. 7g. C that which was preached and deliuered 
ſequent, Yoto vs by Chriſt and bis Apoſtles: 
Wherot we haue ſaid inough in the pre- 
cedent diſputation . 
14+ Some others by frivolous diſtin- 
ctions endeauour to hyde this their error, 
and to obſcure and darken moſt cleare 
& perſpicuous matters: wheras notwith» 
ſtanding in very truth they can lay no- 
thing els but that which we haue already 
taught. For they inuent and imagine 
— 4 b oſole Church, the one pure, = 0. 
Trl & ther impure , wherin they place cuen 
Fecleſ, Heretikes themſelues: this which is im- 
6,3. pure, ſay they,erreth in faith, but not that 
which is pure. But — 
J 
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ly one holy & Catholik Church ot Chriſt 
wich the Creed of the Apoſtles, & that of 
the Councel of Nic, & we willingly yizld 
vnto them their impure Church, wherin 
the Heretikes ate. For none doubteth but 
that ſuch a Church may crre. But as this 
is a talſe & not the true Church of Chit; 
ſo of it, is not this preſent Controucrly, 
but only of the true and pure Church of 
C hrilt. 

15. Others diſtingnith the Church 
into viſible and inviſible, and they lay, 
that the inuiſible Church cannot etre, but 
the viſible may erte. But we haue now Supra bee 
already declated, that the true Church of an. 
Chriſt muſt ncedes be viſible. Wherfore 
this diſtinction is now lufficiently refu- 
ted . And truly it imporrteth but a litt le 
whether that their inuiſible Church tan 
erre or not erte, ſeing that it cannot be 
ſee ne or knowne of any, and conſequently 
cannot be profitable vnto any. 

16. There are alſo ſome of the later 
Seflaries who diſtinguiſh, ard deuide the 
Church, into the Church of the Saints which lamm is 
are in Hcauen and into that which re- Nellen. 
mayneth fighting beere yponearth. And they C —. 
ſay, that the Church trĩiumphãt of Saints 7 
eannoterre in faith, or in the doctrine f 
Aich: but the Church militane may erre- 

But 
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But this is a ridiculous diſtinct ion. Firſt 
becauſe the Saints haue not tayth but a 
cleare yition of God , or as the Apolitie 


. witneſleth , Fayth concerneth things 


Supra . 


bums con- 


1% o. 


ua 
wad , n0ts 


which doc not appcatc: wherefore it at 
any tyme faith perulhed vpon carth, with- 
out al doubt it could not be tound in bca- 
uen, neyther mult we cxpect the doctrine 
of fayth from heauen, as the Auabaptiſli doe 
who lecke tor reuclations trom ticaucn;, 
but we mult looke to teceiue it ſiom the 
Church militant ypon carth. Morcoucr 
the properties and offices of the Church 
ot Chriſt oc fote alledged out of holy Scri- 
pture do not agree, as is manifeſt, to the 
Church tt iumphant of Saints, but to the 
Church militãt vpon carth. Fot neither is 
that Church ofthe Saints betrothed vnto 
Chriſt by fayth , neyther ate the Saynts 
thole who preach ynto vs the word of 
God, w ho adminiſter the Sactamẽts vnto 
ys, & who execute the other ofhces of the 
Church, but men living vpõ carth, wher- 
fore they runne in vaine to this heauenly 
Church w herof we do not heere uilpute. 
17 - Morcouer that is allo a very 
-weake realon, wherby they thinke that 
they conuince, that the Church militant 
ypon earth may erte. This Chinch ( ſayth 
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the may erre cuen in explicating the docirine of 

Hub, for otherwiſe a perſe@ efjet glu proceed 16: 
from an imper/ett cauſe So he. As though ub. ys 
torlooth there couid be no other 1mperte- pertorumd 
Gionin the Church belids infidelity or cet. 
error in explicatingthe doQrine of tayth, 

or as though the whole pettection ot the 

Church contiſted in fayth only, and in the 
doctrine thereof, and not allo in charit 

and other gitres of God , as the Apoſtle 
declareth at large. Or laitly,as thougtrthis 
pertection of the Church which conſi- 

fieth in a right fayth , and a good cxplica- 

tion of the doctt ine thereot , could pro- 

ceede from the militant Church only, 
and not tather from a molt pertect — 5 

to wit, from the holy Ghoſt who con- Ad Rom} 
tinually gouerneth the Church, and as —— 
the Apolile ſayth, helpeth her infirmity 

and imperfection, HY 

19. Laſtiy when our Aducriavies 

can by na places of Scripture nor vther 
reaſons prbue,that the Church bath ered} 5 
they goe about to perſwade it by many 1g: 
examples. And hetre they begin a dif- 5 '., 
courle ſrõ our firſt Fa ther Ada ai tiltebeſe ppp, 
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50 Part. 1.Comtronerſ.1T, 
then-erred in fayth . Then t runne 
through all the old teſtament till Chrifts 
tyme and heap: togeather many places 
which ſay, that choſe who liued in the 
tyme of the Natwrall & u, e Laws, for- 
ſooke God. Laſtly out of ſome Hiſtoriogra- 
pher who have writte ſince Chrilts tyme, 
they ſcape togeather all ſuch teſtimonies 
us ſeeme to ſerue to this purpole in any 
ſort 
19 But they labour in vayne. For 
if thele kinds of atgumẽts were good th | 
would allo proue that the Church it ſelfe 
alſo wholy periſhed; and was not to be 
found in aay place, as in tymes paſt the 
Daexatifls contended, the which euen our 
Aduerſaties them(ſclues acknowledge to | 
by very abſurd, and againſt the holy Scri- 
ptures as hath beene declared before. For | 
if all haue loſt their fayth, then indeed the | 
true Church could no longer be, Which 
without fayth cannot conſiſt: and thus 
the hole Church had periſhed. 
20. But that which they affirme of 4d7 
and Eur, to wit, that they loſt their fayth | 
by finning , is of no moment at all. For 
to omit that oy do not ſo much proue 
by that argumet th at they loſt their fayth, 
then that after their ſinne there remayned 
neyther any fayth ,nor Church in the 
5:50? » world 
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beere dilput of the Church of Angells, 
nor-of that which Wes in Parad iſe before 
the fall of our tirſtporot: but ot that only 
which enſucd that promiſe made vnto 
all mankind after the finne of 4d, 
whereia God ſoretbuld that there ſho ud 
be perpetuall enmity! berwixt the wo“ 
man «nd me ſer pet, that is roſay, be- 
twixt the Church oſ ch it and gata Aud 
herein allo God foreruld , that the 
Church fhould al wayev haue the victory 
oucr Sathan, as we heüe declared more #t 
larg before . Wherfore our AdutHfitian 
mult needes ſhew this promitle to be fru- 
ſtrate, it they dchire to conclude any thing 
againſt ys. 

2 þ- 7 ut thoſe examples which they 
alledge out of the old Teſtament ate the 
very arguments of the Donatiſts and other 
auncicnt Heretikes, who by them went 
about to prouc, that the true Church 
wholy decayed and periſhed , wherunto 


ies of the true Church.) oe 
zit is truly manyfeſt inough that 
this beiongeth nothing to this diſputa- 
tion we now handle. For neyther do we 
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we haus allo ſuthetently anſwered out of Supra cap. 


S. Auguſtine. 
22. 


$.mlobdt , 
And laſtly thoſe thinges which 2 , 


they haue take out of thoſe Authors who = « 


wrote after Chriſts tyme, ate eyther cor- 
D 3 rupted 


12 Fl. Contronerſ-1 L. 
ted by our Aducriarics, ot taken out 
deen. u of apochtiphall Authors, and ſuch as arc 
az. Tom. not worthy of credit: as the worthy Car- 
Ama. dinall S, declareth manitelily in 
euery age, in his Eecleſiaſticall hiſtor ies: 
Ne. and the lame bath Bellermine donne be- 
4 Ecile. fore him more briefly , vnto whome we 


aden. refer the Reader, becaule they do not ap- 


percaine to this preſent queſtion, but ra- 
ther vnto that which is ofthe continuall 
duration of the Church, the which now 
Suprec .z, Aloſt one doth acknowledge , and 
& 4. ky. Which we haue ſufficieutly declared be- 
us Coney , fore :wherefore theſe arguments are of ſo 
aſk {mall worth, that they need no longer « 
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CHAP. VIII. 


That there ic no lam full calling of Pres- 
chers or Paſt ours of the Church, but 
by the wiſible Church. 


N E of theofhces of the true 
Church is to appoint lawfull 
preachers of the Gholpell and 
true adminiſters of the Sacra- 
ments. But becauſe there is no ſmall 
Controuerly now a dayes concerning 
this office, we will briefely diſpatch 
it. But tothe end that which is in Con- 
trouerſy may the better be vnderſtood, 
heere are three thinges to be determined. 
Firſt, chat the calling of God is neceſſa- 
rily required, to the end one may become 
a lawfull preacher, or adminiſter the Sa- 
craments. For thoſe words of the Apoſtle 
arc very cleare and manifeſt , How ihal they oh _ 
preach, veleſſe they be ſent? And againe . N- 74 Sq 
ther doth any man take the bonour to bimſelfe , but „ v 4 cr 
be that in called of God, as Aaron . So Chriſt ae ; . 
did not glorify bumſelſe , that he night be made 4 
Hieb Prieft bat he that ſpake to him, My ſonne art pala · v. y 


kwfull calling and miſſion dateth pre- 
D 3 ſume 


4 Part. I. Controuerſ. II. 
ume to intrude himſelt to meddle with 
theſe divine offices, preferreth himſclf be- 
fore Chriſt our Lord. For Chriſt came not 
to theſe offices, but called and ſent by his 
eternall Father. Laltly if in humane and 
wordly matters none dare meddle with 
the affaires or buſynes of a Prince with- 
out his licence and conſent, much leſſe 
muſt any deale with theſe ſupernaturall 
and divine offices, vnleſſe he be called 
and (cnt for that purpole by God him- 
{clfe. 

2, The ſecond is, that there are two 
kinds of callings by God, the one extraot- 
dinary, the other ordinary. T he extraor- 
dinary calling is When God immediatly 
by himſclfe calleth any, & in this maner 
God called Moyes, & the other Prophets, & 
Chriſtcalled his Apoltles, This is. called 
extraordinary, becaulc it ſeldome hapneth. 
It is tearmed allo an immediate vocatio , 
becauſe it is done immediatly by God 
himſelfe. Theordinary vocation is that 
which cotinueth al waics in the Church 
and is done immediatly by the Paſtors of 
the Church, and of God only by their 
mcanes. Hereupon alſo this is called a 
mediate yocatio,to wit in teſpect of God. 
This diuifion is taken out of S. Paul, who 
Writcth himſclfe to be ap Apoltic, net of 
men, 
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men , nextber by man, but by Ieſus Chriſt , and Gd 


the Father. For by thele wordes he ſhewerh ,d Gal , 
that ſome which arc in the Church ste. 5. 


called to the diuine offices by mtu, and 
ſome by God himlclte. : 

The third is, that thoſe whoate 
taken to Ecclelialticall offices by the ordi- 
nary yocation they receyuc their calling 
and authority from the Church. Forthis 
ordinary yocation is not done but by the 
miniſters of the Church. But the whole 
Controuerly is of the extraordinary vo- 
cation . For thoſe who in this age haue 
brought in new opinions, ſceing them- 
ſelues deſtitute of the ordinary vocation, 
they fly vnto the extrao.dinary y, the 
which, ſay they, mult not be ſubic to 
the cenſure, and approbation of the 
Church, wherof they know the-nlelues 
to be deſtitute, But we of the other tide 
affirme,that the extraordinary vocation 
alſo muſt neceſſarily be confirmed and 
approued by ſuch as haue ordinary vaca- 
tion in the Church of God. And. we 
know very well, that our Aduerſiries 
haue not truly this extraordinary voca- 
tion,asafterward we will declare more 
at large. But ſuppoſe we graunt them to 
haue this extr«o-dinary calling, vtuerthe- 
leſſe by theſe caluing arguments we will 
- v4 mani- 


$8 Par. I. Conironcrſ, II. 
manifeſtly proue, that it muſt needs be 
confirmed and approued by thoſewho 
haue their ordinary yocation in the 

Church of God, 

AdGalet, 4. The firſt argument. S. Paul was 
. . . immedistly and extraordinarily called by 
God, as he writeth himſelfe, and yet he 
was ſent to Anedinas who had the ordina- 
41. 6. v. y. ry vocation, that by him he might be in- 
ſtructed and baptized. And afterwards 
together with S. Barnabas he was ordai- 
"AF. nv, ned bythe impoſition of hands by thoſe 
* who were the ordinary Paſtors of the 
Church. Laſtly he writeth, that accor- 
ding to the revelation which he had, he 
went to leruſalem ,and conferred the Goſpel 
which he preached , with the viſible Church 
and ordinary Paſtors of the ſame, leaſt he 
might ſeeme to haue runne, or laboured in vains: 
they therefore who refuſe the approba- 
tion of the viſible Church, albeit they 
be neuer ſo extraordinarily called ther- 

unto, they doe but labour in vayne. 
The ſecond argument , We mnſt 
not caſily beleeue every one who affir- 
v. Ioan. 4 . Meth himfelfe to be extraordinarily (ent 
1 2 + by God, according to that admonition 
of S. Tobn. Belieue not enery ſprrit , but prove the 
ſpirit whethey they be of God , becauſe many ſalſe 
Prophers are gone out into the world , But this 
I | proofs 
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or triall cannot be better done 
then by Chriſts Church, which , is-asS. 
paul writeth, thepillar , and ground of trath . 
Thewhich alſo 8. lobn clearly hewerth 
by the words following, when he ſayth, 
he that knoweth God beareth vs , be that is not of 
God, heareth v1 not: in this we kyow the ſpiru of 
truth. and the ſpirit of error. It is therefore a 
molt certayne cule whereby this extraor- 
dinary vocation is examined, to de- 
maund , whether it will ſubmit it ſelſe 
to the approbation of the viſible Church, 
and will heare ber or no? For be who 
heareth the Church, bath the ſpirit of 
truth, and the true extraordinary voca- 
tion, but he who will not heare the 
Church, hath the ſpirit of error and the 
falſe extraordinary vocation. 

6. The third argument. The holy 
Ghoſt neuer conttadicteth himlelfe, for 
otherwiſe( which God forbid) he ſhould 
not be the ſpitit oftruth, but at talſhood 
for truth is neuet repugnant to truth but 
to falſhood : ſeeing that therfore it is ma- 
nifeſt that the ordinary vocation is from 
the holy Ghoſt , that extraordinary can- 
not be fit vnto it which is truly 
from the holy Ghoſt, For other wiſe God 
ſhould be oppoſit vnto himſelſe, which 
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ceſlarily followeth, that the extraordi. 
nary vocation mult agree with the ordi- 
— — be ſubiect vnto it, as alſo 
ĩt eſtabliſh and .confirme , but not 
impugne it. Hereupon layth the Apo- 
ſtle, the ſporits of the Prophets are ſubieft to the 
Prophets:it they be ſubic to the Prophets, 
much more to the whole Church of 
Chriſt. 

7s The fourth argument. There 
would ariſc a greate confuſion in the 
Church of God, if euery one were per- 
mitted to preach and adminiſter the Sa- 
craments , that ſhould affirme himſelfe 
to be extraordinarily called without any 
other examine or approbation of the 
Church . For fo euery phantaſticall fel- 
low might freely bragge and affirme 
himſelfe to be extraordinarily called by 
God. And vader that pretence and title 
_ preach,adminiſter the Sacraments 
and exerciſe all other Eccleſiaſticall 
offices . 

8; By theſe arguments ſome more 
learned amongſt our Aduerſaries being 
conuinced, do acknowledge, that all ex- 
traordinary vocation ſhould be examined 
and approucd by the ordinary Paſtors of 
Chrifis Church. But they adde moreouer 
that this is true when the Church it ſelte 
TTL | ; follow. 
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followeth the word ot God, and ad long 
as the ordinary vocation remaineth in 
her. But in vayne do they addethele con- 
ditions, becauſe we haue already proucd Supra e. 
that the true Church alu ayes followeth n. 
the word of God, not can departe ot de- π Fpheſ. 
clinc in any ſort from it. For otherwiſe 4 V. 18. 
ſhe were not the true Church of God, bur 
the Sinagogue of Satan. And the Apoſtle 
alſo expreſly laith, that the ordinary yoca- 
tio of Paſtors & their continuall ſucceſſiõ 
ſhall remayne alwayes in the Church of 
God vacill we mecte all with Chriſt in _ 
the end of the world. By Which wordes y,,þ, ad 
of che Apoſtle Calun alloand Ber being Epbeſ. Is 
cominced doconfelle,that there muſt al- ten Calu . 
waies be Paſtors and Doctors in the {-4 . f. 
Church of God, and that the laid Church .-. 
cannot conſiſt without them. The ſame 4/1. 18. 
allo their conſeſſion made at Rocbell ac- 
knou ledgeth in the 25 - article. 

9 - Some of our Aduerſaries doe 
heere obiect vnto vs the example of Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles, for, ſay they, their do- 
ctrine was ncucr approued by the aunciet 
Church ot the tewes, wheras notwith- 
ſtanding it was extraordinary. But this 
js a very frivolous and odious compatiſõ 
of Chriſt and his Apoſtles with their mi- 
niſters. For it was expreſſely foretould 


by 


&@ Fa. T.Contronerſ. II. 
by the Prophets that Chriſt was to abrs- 
gate the old Law , andthe carnall voca- 
Ire, + don and ſucceſſion thereof ,and that he 
3 ie Was to ordayne another more excellent 
6. v. 9.:6, and ſpirituall, the which he effected in 
Malach. x. deed , Wherefore ſeing that now the A- 
v. 10. · poſtles had another farre more excellent 
Pal 109. Y. yocation inſtituted by Chriſt , there was 
4. ad Heb no reaſon they ſhould aske any vocation 
— from Moyſes . But we read no where that 
» 6, 94 the vocation ordayned by Chriſt was 
to be abrogated by any other whoſocner, 
Fatth, ag. but conttarywile the holy Scriptures do 
v. vr. Plainly teach that the vocation: ordayned 
Ad Epheſ, by Chriſt ſhould endure till the end of 
4. v.a. c the world: whereforc our Aduerſaries can 
3» proue nothing by this — , vnleſſe 
they will bring in, and eſtabliſh another 
Meſſiu, and a new Law- maker, who hath 
authority to abrogate and chaunge the 
law and yocation of Chriſt , which is che 


blaſphemy of both Tawke and lets. 
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